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The Reason Why the Messenger of God Asked for
the Hands of Both `A'ishah and Sawdah in Marriage
and the Received Reports as to with Whom He First

Contracted the Marriage

Said b. Yabya b. Said al-Umawi879-his father880-Mulammad
b. `Amr-Yabya b. 'Abd al-Ra] min b . Hitib881-`A'ishah: When [11768]
Khadijah died, Khawlah bt. Hakim b. Umayyah b. al-Awga^, wife
of `Uthmin b. Ma:;'un, who was in Mecca, said [to the Messenger
of God], "0 Messenger of God, will you not marry?" He replied,
"Whom?" "A maiden," she said, "if you like, or a non-maiden."
He replied, "Who is the maiden?" "The daughter of the dearest
creature of God to you," she answered, "`A'ishah bt. Abi Bakr."
He asked, "And who is the non-maiden?" "Sawdah bt. Zamah b.
Qays," she replied, "she has [long] believed in you and has fol-
lowed you." [So the Prophet] asked her to go and propose to them
on his behalf.

She went to Abu Bakr's house, where she found Umm Rumen,
mother of `A'ishah, and said, "0 Umm Rumen, what a good thing
and a blessing has God brought to you !" She said, "What is that?"
Khawlah replied, "The Messenger of God has sent me to ask for
`A'ishah's hand in marriage on his behalf." She answered. "I ask
that you wait for Abu Bakr, for he should be on his way." When
Abu Bakr came, Khawlah repeated what she had said. He replied,
"She is [like] his brother's daughter. Would she be appropriate for
him?" When Khawlah returned to the Messenger of God and told
him about it he said, "Go back to him and say that he is my
brother in Islam and that I am his brother [in IslamJ, so his
daughter is good for me." She came to Abu Bakr and told him
what the Messenger of God had said. Then he asked her to wait
until he returned.

Umm Rumen said that al-Mut 'im b. 'Adi had asked `A'ishah's
hand for his son, but Abu Bakr had not promised anything. Abu
Bakr left and went to Mut'im while his wife , mother of the son for

879. Died in 249/863. Ibn Hajar, Tahdhib, IV, 97-98.
88o. Yabyi b. Said b. Abin b. Said b. a1-`AO died in 194/809-10. Ibid., XI, 213-
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881. Died in 104/722-23. Ibid., XI, 249-50.
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whom he had asked 'A'ishah's hand, was with him. She said, "0
son of Abu Quhafah, perhaps we could marry our son to your
daughter if you could make him leave his religion and bring him

[1769] in to the religion which you practice." He turned to her husband
al-Mut'im and said, "What is she saying?" He replied, "She says
[what you have just heard]." Abu Bakr left, [realizing that] God
had [just] removed the problem he had in his mind. He said to
Khawlah, "Call the Messenger of God." She called him and he
came. Abu Bakr married ['A'ishah] to him when she was [only] six
years old.

Then Khawlah left and went to Sawdah, saying, "0 Sawdah,
what a good thing and a blessing has God brought to you!" She
said, "What is that?" Khawlah replied, "The Messenger of God
has sent me with a marriage proposal ." Sawdah said, "I want you
to go to my father and tell him about it." Khawlah states: He was
a very old man and had stayed away from the pilgrimage. I went
to him and greeted him with the pre-Islamic salutation and told
him that Muhammad b. 'Abdallah b. 'Abd al-Muttalib had sent
me to ask for Sawdah's hand in marriage . "A noble match," he
replied, "What does your friend882 say?" "She likes it," Khawlah
replied. He said, "Call her to me." She was called and he said, "0
Sawdah, [this woman] alleges that Muhammad b. 'Abdallah b.
'Abd al-Muttalib has sent her to propose marriage to you, which is
a noble match. Do you wish that I marry you to him?" "Yes," she
replied. Then he called for him. [The Prophet] came and he mar-
ried her to him. Her brother 'Abd b. Zam'ah came from the pil-
grimage and [when he found out about the marriage] began to
pour dust over his head. After he had embraced Islam he said, "I
was a fool who poured dust over his head the day the Messenger
of God married Sawdah bt. Zam'ah."

'A'ishah states : We came to Medina and Abu Bakr took up
quarters in al-Sunk among the Banu al-Harith b. al-Khazraj. The
Messenger of God came to our house and men and women of the
Ansar gathered around him. My mother came to me while I was
being swung on a swing between two branches and got me down.

[1770] Jumaymah, my nurse, took over and wiped my face with some
water and started leading me. When I was at the door, she stopped

882. As in IA IIbn al -Athir, Usd al-ghabahl. Text: His friend.
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so I could catch my breath . I was then brought [in] while the
Messenger of God was sitting on a bed in our house . [My mother]
made me sit on his lap and said, "These are your relatives. May
God bless you with them and bless them with you!" Then the
men and women got up and left. The Messenger of God consum-
mated his marriage with me in my house when I was nine years
old. Neither a camel nor a sheep was slaughtered on behalf of me.
Only Sa 'd b. 'Ubidah sent a bowl of food which he used to send to
the Messenger of God.

'Ali b. Na$r-'Abd al-$amad b . 'Abd al-Wirith-'Abd al-Wirith
b. 'Abd al-$amad-his father-Abin al-'Altar-Hisham b.
'Urwah-'Urwah : He wrote to 'Abd al-Malik b. Marwins83 stating
that he had written to him about Khadijah bt. Khuwaylid, asking
him about when she died . She died three years or close to that
before the Messenger of God's departure from Mecca, and he mar-
ried 'A'ishah after Khadijah 's death. The Messenger of God saw
'A'ishah twice-[first when] it was said to him that she was his
wife (she was six years old at that time), and later [when] he
consummated his marriage with her after coming to Medina
when she was nine years old.

(The report goes back to Hisham b . Muhammad. See above, I,
1766 .) Then the Messenger of God married 'A'ishah bt . Abi Bakr,
whose name is 'Atiq b . Abi Quhifah, who is 'Uthmin, and is
called 'Abd al-Rahman b . 'Uthman b. 'Amin b. 'Amr b . Ka'b b. Said
b. Taym b. Murrah. [The Prophet ] married her three years before
the Emigration, when she was seven years old , and consummated
the marriage when she was nine years old, after he had emigrated
to Medina in Shawwil . She was eighteen years old when he died.
The Messenger of God did not marry any maiden except her.

Then the Messenger of God married HafSah bt . 'Umar b. al-
Khattab b . Nufayl b. 'Abd al 'Uzzi b . Riyih b. 'Abdallih b. Qurt b.
Ka'b.88' Before that she was married to Khunays b. Hudhafah b.

883. He was the fifth Umayyad caliph (65-86/685-705 ). ER, s.v . 'Abd al-Malik
b. Marwin.

884. The Prophet married her in Sha'bin 3 /February 625 before the battle of
Ubud. She was his fourth wife . One day, when she returned from her father's
house, she found the Messenger of God with Miriyah in her house and burst into
hysterical behavior. The situation was further aggravated by 'A'ishah 's chattering
tongue. According to Ibn Isbiq ( Kitab al-Mubtada', 240( the Prophet had divorced
her once but then took her back . She died in Shabin 45/665 . Ibn Sa'd, Tabagat,
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